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Some of our esteemed members and friends from visiting
chapters before going on our spring drive.
Come to see the cars. Stay because of the people.

BMW X models,” said Harald Krüger. At

further 1,000 jobs,” stated Harald Krüger.

present, the plant is getting ready for produc-

According to an independent study of

On 23 June 1992, the BMW Group an-

tion of the all-new BMW X7, which will be

University of South Carolina (Moore

nounced its decision to build its US plant in

launched onto the market in late 2018.

School of Business), the nationwide

Spartanburg, South Carolina. Continuous
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Behemoth Facility Is the Automaker’s
Largest Plant In the World Producing
More Than 400,000 Vehicles Annually

The BMW Group produces BMW X

expansion of the plant with extensive addi-

models in Spartanburg for the US and global

Plant Spartanburg is 38.5 billion US

tions and the decision to build the successful

markets. With record production of more

dollars annually.

BMW X models in Spartanburg have made

than 411,000 units in 2016, Spartanburg is the

the plant the largest manufacturing facility in

largest BMW Group plant worldwide. Around

the BMW Group production network within

1,400 BMW X3, X4, X5, and X6 vehicles

the space of 25 years.

come off the assembly line every working day.

The BMW Group has invested eight

Maximum production capacity is 450,000

billion US dollars in the production location

vehicles per year. Around 70 percent of the

and message boards. You can order parts online. You can spend hours detailing your car. That one

to date and produced around 3.9 million

vehicles produced in Spartanburg are exported
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thing that makes being in the club better than trying to enjoy your car on your own - the members.
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You can certainly look up maintenance and repair information about your Bimmer on blogs

1994. “From 2018 to 2021 we will invest fur-

The Spartanburg plant employs more

was because they immediately treated me as part of the family. Sure. Everyone has a concours

ther 600 million US dollars in manufacturing

than 9,000 people. “By 2021we will create

loving, car crazy girl in their family, right? Of course not. Yet, the members of this chapter made me

infrastructure for future generations of the

The reason why I initially enjoyed the BMW CCA, and the Choo-Choo Bimmers, so much

economic impact of BMW Group

The original body style X5
Sport Activity Vehicle
(foreground) with it’s trendy,
current cousin (background).

Just talking with the members, I was able to better determine who would do a great job removing the scuffs from my Bimmer’s wheels, replacing the headliner or the twistiest route to get to
Cloudland Canyon. All information as easy to gather as surfing the ‘net
Motor on,
Jennifer

Continued on
page 7
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Sales Launch for
Newly-developed
BMW M4 GT4

BMW Motorsport Director Jens Marquardt, to-

The development of the BMW M4 GT4 focused

gether with Dirk Adorf (GER), who was heavily

on mileage, cost efficiency and ease of mainte-

involved in the testing of the car as develop-

nance.”

ment driver, launched the sales phase during

new direction in terms of engine control
software. The BMW M4 GT4 is the first BMW
which can be pre-programmed for different
engine performance levels. Thanks to the
system, which has been approved by the SRO
Motorsports Group and is well protected
against manipulation, Plug-and-Play gives

Production Technology Meets
Motorsport Innovation

BMW Motorsport customers the ability to

will cost 169,000 Euros (plus VAT).  “Even

production technology and innovative devel-

after many years, the launch of a new car is still

opments from the BMW M6 GT3. The engine

one of the absolute highlights for me as BMW

and transmission, including control electronics,

Next Big Test:
24h Nürburgring

Motorsport Director,” said BMW Motorsport

were adopted from the BMW M4 Coupé (com-

Director Jens Marquardt at the presentation

bined consumption: 8.3 l/100 km; combined

event in the paddock at the Nürburgring. “The

CO2 emissions: 194 g/km). The carbon bonnet

start of the sales phase sees us reach another

comes from the BMW M4 GTS (combined

milestone with the BMW M4 GT4. We are

consumption: 8.5 l/100 km; combined CO2

looking forward to seeing the car enjoy success

emissions: 199 g/km). In addition, the BMW

in the hands of our customer teams from 2018.

M4 GT4 has carbon-fiber doors, motor-

We are offering our customers a sophisticated

sport-specific front splitters and rear wings, and

and reliable GT4 car, which incorporates all of

a racing exhaust system. The seat, brakes and

BMW Motorsport’s expertise, coupled with the

pedal box make use of solutions that are also

strong basis provided by the BMW M4 Coupé.

included in the top model in customer racing,

an exclusive customer event at the Nürburgring
(GER). The BMW M4 GT4, which is ready for
use thanks to a comprehensive starter package,

This is guaranteed by the use of proven

the BMW M6 GT3. The interior concept is
designed entirely for the comfort of the driver,
so that he or she can focus fully on driving.

By Mariella Kapsaskis, BMW Group

Motorsport car to be fitted with power sticks,

react quickly and flexibly to changes to the
Balance of Performance in various races.

In recent months, the BMW M4 GT4

has been tested by many BMW works drivers, Juniors and customer racing drivers at
various racetracks, with different tire types
and in a wide range of external conditions.
The purpose of this testing was to adapt all
the technical applications, such as the DSC
stability system and ABS, to meet the demands
of motor racing in as much detail as possible.
The car has already proven its reliability and
performance in races on the Nordschleife and
at the 24 Hours of Dubai (UAE).
The outing at this weekend’s Nürbur-

March 22. 2017… It was 15 years ago that a feisty, little-known car company came ashore
in the United States and captured the hearts of Americans from coast-to-coast. Since 2002,
MINI USA has sold and delivered more than 725,000 MINIs to delighted customers across
the country.
Over the past 15 years, MINI has grown its vehicle portfolio from the iconic single
Hardtop model that launched the brand here in the U.S. to include four unique models each
with their own personality. The MINI Convertible, MINI Clubman and MINI Countryman
have become staples of the MINI product line, providing the premium performance, daring
design, and fun-to-drive dynamics MINI customers have come to know and expect from
the brand. And as demand for the product increased, so did the company’s dealer network,
growing from 66 dealers in 2002 to 127 dealers in 2017 across 39 states.
It doesn’t stop there. MINI has cultivated a fiercely loyal owner base, the likes of which
few brands have the honor to call upon as their own. Through community events like the
epic MINI TAKES THE STATES, more than 25,000 enthusiasts have come together through
the years to share in varied roadtrip memories and activities like 3 MINI weddings, 1 flash
mob, 1 pet parade, and providing more than 1.3 million meals to families in need during
this year’s adventure.
MINI was ranked #1 in Sales Satisfaction by J.D. Power & Associates 6 times. The
brand was also recognized as one of the Top 100 Global Brands by Interbrand, and Strategic
Vision named MINI as the Most Loved Mass-Market Brand in their 2016 survey. And earlier this year, in the true MINI underdog spirit, the MINI JCW Race Team won the first race
of the season at Daytona, leaving behind six Porsches, three BMWs, four Mazdas, one Ford
Mustang and one Nissan.

gring 24 Hours is the next tough test in the
development of the BMW M4 GT4. Dirk
Adorf (GER), BMW Motorsport Junior Ricky
Collard (GBR) and Jörg Weidinger (GER), test
and development engineer at BMW M GmbH
and himself a very successful participant in the
BMW Sports Trophy for many years, will use
the endurance classic to gain more valuable
knowledge about the new car. They will race
at the Nürburgring 24 Hours alongside British
motorsport journalist Jethro Bovingdon
(GBR) in the BMW M4 GT4 media car, with
the support of tire partner Hankook. Never
before has a journalist had the opportunity
to drive a pre-production BMW car like the
BMW M4 GT4.
PHOTOS COURTESY BMW GROUP
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just say go

The BMW engineers went in a totally

15 YEARS AND MINI
STILL DEFIES LABELS

CHOO-CHOO BIMMERS
P.O. Box 21766
Chattanooga, TN 37421

• BMW automobile and motorcycle rebates
• Parts at employee pricing at BMW of Chattanooga
• Discounts on Michelin tires, Goodyear tires, Griot’s Garage
products and much more through BMWCCA.org
• The single finest automobile publication available: Roundel
• Reference services via the BMW CCA Foundation
Please help us to build a strong and

• Ombudsmen to assist you with BMW dealers or suppliers

active membership by telling other

• Help from technical and maintenance experts

BMW owners and enthusiasts about

• Value Information Coordinator to assist with insurance

the benefits of club membership. Not
only do we have monthly membership

claims, purchase or sale
• BMW Special Interest Groups (SIG’s)

meetings at local restaurants to have
fun and discuss club business, here

For additional membership information, contact the

are some of our other membership

BMW Car Club of America national office at BMWCCA.org or

benefits:

at 846-250-0222.

