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Summer has arrived, Riverbend Music Festival has come and gone and the heat, humidity and
summer thunder storms are upon us for the duration. Our joint drive with BMW Riders got
cancelled by foul weather and we decided to take the route on for ourselves and it was a great
drive. We have in the works an overnighter to Nashville the first weekend in August. Jerry has
packed a lot of things into 3 days it should be a lot of fun. May even need a day off to rest from it
 Second Tuesday of the month is our general chapter meeting and it has been well attended,
however summer travels has made the turnout a little lighter than usual. The October meeting
should be fun, a cookout at the Terrell’s with your cars lining up the drive and cul- de-sac. Beautiful
scenery!
Something we have been remiss in over the years was welcoming our newest chapter members.
Not anymore, you will find their names listed inside the newsletter. Thank you for joining our
chapter we may be small but our love for the marquee is great. Please take the time to come out
and talk with us and see what we are all about. Welcome. We also had 8 members renew their
membership this month, thank you we are glad to have you for another year. They were all long
time members as well.
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Please if you are not getting our newsletter by email notification or snail mail we do not have that
information in our reports from National. Please add them at the CCA website we can’t change
them for you. And if you don’t mind send them to us too, it will be a month or so before we get
them from National.

Summer Drive See
inside for Details

Please drive safely!
Brenda

August 2-4
Lynchburg
Arrington

MEMBER PROFILE

Franklin

NO MEMBER SUBMISSIONS THIS QUARTER

Cool Springs
Nashville
Lebanon
Watertown
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PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR
PROFILE TO OUR EDITOR
LANE FREELAND.
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A Word from the Editor
There are some interesting things going on
in the “low” end of the luxury car market.
BMW has come out with a slightly detuned version of the 328i which is dubbed
the 320i. It has a starting price of $32,550
vs. the 328i price of $36,850. The 320i has
a somewhat de-tuned (but still blown)
version of the entry level 4 cylinder, along
with a few missing interior goodies.
BMW has also announced the offering of
the 328i wagon, which starts at $41,450.
This is “only” $4,600 more than the sedan.
As mentioned last month, there’s now an
X1 SUV, which reportedly is based on the
previous 328 chassis, starts at $30,800.
Some reporters think the 320i is a BMW’s
answer to the new Cadillac ATS, which has
gotten generally good reviews. The 2 two
competing base models are just a few
dollars apart.
Another new development is the multitude
of driving “styles” you can get. Again,
taking the 328i for example, you can get a
Sport Line, Luxury Line, Modern Line, along
with the M sport. Some writers feel the
Luxury Line, has been too “Lexus-ized”.

Monteluce Winery,
Dahlonega, Ga with
Choo Choo Bimmers
Chapter of BMW CCA.
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Evidently there are suspension differences
between the lines.
I think these are all very interesting
developments. It appears that the “entry”
to mid level in the “luxury” market is
becoming intensely competitive. Audi has
appeared on the scene, seemingly out of
nowhere, Cadillac is becoming very
competitive, and even the new Lincoln
MKX has been greatly improved.
As a result of this, it appears that BMW is
trying to vary their offerings to appeal to a
wider segment.
All of the above means that great care
needs to be taken when choosing a new
car in the entry level luxury arena. Lots of
choices and lots of potential confusion!
The moral: If you are in the market, do
your homework!!
Lana

Summer Drive through the Mountains of Georgia
Monteluce Winery

Dahlonega GA

June 22, 2013

beautiful location but is just a little far for an evening out. After lunch
we stepped out into the sun light and admired the cars we all brought
along for the drive. Eric drives the classic red E30 M3. If you have not
seen this car before, it is beautiful. We had several convertibles out
with us also. Brand new members Ryan and Rona Hutchison brought
their new white M3. I could say I would kill to have this car but it
would be the opposite; I would probably kill myself in this car!!!! That
is why I stick with the sedans. We took pictures of the cars, visited
with each other a little more, and ended the afternoon by heading
home down separate roads. Thank you guys!!!! It was a great day!!
Pictures are posted on Facebook at Choo Choo Chapter – BMW CCA

A rather sizable crowd of us gathered at McDonald’s in Ringgold last
Saturday morning to have breakfast and then make a rather
circuitous run to Monteluce Winery in Dahlonega Ga. We had 8 cars
and 15 members out for the drive, very manageable group, especially
since I was leading for the first time. I lead the pack for most of the
trip, until I made a wrong turn and three cars followed me, the rest
well… good thing we had Eric and Becky Yarbrough along to guide
them to our destination. They were there waiting for us. These guys
know North Georgia like the back of their hands, thank goodness!
We enjoyed a little wine tasting and wonderful lunch. The menu for
lunch was spectacular and every choice was excellent. This is a

Brenda

The Old Curmudgeon’s Corner . .
Spring has sprung and drivers have taken to doing all sorts of stuff behind the steering wheel of their
trusty steeds with the exception of paying attention to task at hand. That is driving! Imagine what
driving would be like, if every driver paid close attention to keeping his vehicle out of the paths of
others. No eating, drinking, grooming, dancing, you name it. It all takes place under the guise of
driving during what we call rush hour. Mid morning and late afternoon are particularly bad for some
weird nonsense going on behind the wheel of many automobiles. Professional drivers, racing, or
otherwise must be frightened out of their minds as they witness this twice daily dance that takes
place on our highways and streets. What really frightens TOC in all of this is drivers’ texting while
making an attempt to drive. Most of us are only mediocre drivers when we are paying full attention
to the task at hand. Imagine what we are like when we aren’t paying attention, frightening, isn’t it?
TOC wants heavy fines levied on those who text while driving. $1,000 fine for first offense. Next
time around another $1,000 fine and loss of license for a year. With rules like that in place, it
wouldn’t be long, before we were speaking of texting while driving in the past tense.
TOC

Welcome to our Chapter of the BMW CCA come out and join us when you have a
chance. And of course thank you to all those who renew every year.
Regina Butler
Ryan Hutchison
Anthony Carroll
John Cox

Steven Lambert
Rona Hutchison
Sherrie Mainz
Paul Brock

Michael Cross
CNM Enterprises Inc
Christine Bilbrey
Joseph Sainato
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Alvin Cox
William Skolfield
Marty Nichols

Another Summer Drive and Overnight Trip
Here’s an opportunity to see, maybe, 1000 cool cars in a weekend, and to have some good food and fun. Please let me
(see below) know by July 15 if you plan to attend. Numbers for some of these events are limited, so book early.
The weekend of August 2-4 there will be a joint trip with the BMW and Porsche car clubs from Chattanooga to
Nashville. Here’s a brief schedule:
Friday 9:30 am EDT Depart Chattanooga from Cracker Barrel, Exit 174, I-75.
Aug 2
Drive back roads to Lynchburg, TN
11 am CDT
Lunch at Ms. Mary Bobo’s Boarding House
Drive back roads to Arrington, TN
3 pm
Visit Arrington Vineyard
6 pm
Dinner: Place to be Determined
Overnights at Embassy Suites, Franklin, TN
Saturday 8:30 am
Aug 3

Sunday

Cars and Coffee, Carmike Thoroughbred 20 Theater parking lot, Franklin
Lunch on your own—Cool Springs Mall area
1 pm Tour Lane Motor Museum, Nashville, TN
4:30 pm
Dinner at Cherokee Steak House, Lebanon, TN
Dusk
Stardust Drive-in Theater, Watertown, TN
Noon
1:30 pm
3 pm

Lunch, Flying Saucer, Nashville, TN
Tour Sensuous Steel Art Deco Automobiles, Nashville
Depart for home via I-24

What you need to do ahead of time:
Ms. Mary Bobo’s Boarding House: Listed on National Register of Historic Places, great Southern food served family
style, with “a little Jack” in some items. Price is $21.90 and must be paid to me by July 18.
Embassy Suites (615-515-5151): Suites available for $109 per night. Make your reservation before July 19 with
group “Chatt Cars.”
Sensuous Steel, Frist Art Museum (fristcenter.org): Collection of 18 cars and 2 motorcycles featuring Art Deco
design, curated by Ken Gross, formerly of Road & Track and the 2010 Allure of the Automobile show in Atlanta.
$10. Tickets may be purchased online through www.nowplayingnashville.com.
Members of the Nashville BMW and Porsche clubs will join us at Cars & Coffee, Cherokee Steak House, the drive-in
and Sensuous Steel.
Questions? Call Jerry Thompson, 423-855-8480 (home), 423-284-7459 (cell) or email

jthompson616@hotmail.com
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Bimmer News is a quarterly publication of the Choo-Choo Bimmers Chapter (the club), a non-profit chapter of the BMW Car Club of Am. Ideas and technical
information are solely those of the authors and no authentication is implied. Contributions from all members are welcome! Information contained herein is
for the clubs use. Permission to reproduce any of its content should be sent to the editor’s attention.

Newsletter Stuff

Future Meetings
July 9, 2013
1885
Grill Chapter of
Choo Choo
Bimmers
BMW CCA St Elmo
PO BOX
2261113, 2013
August
Chattanooga,
TN 37421
FoodWorks
September 10, 2013
Amigos
Island Cove Marina
October 8, 2013
Cookout at Terrell’s
November 12, 2013
The Terminal
December 10, 2013
Christmas Party

Contributions to this newsletter are welcomed and encouraged by the editorial staff.
Submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and content. All editorial material: classifieds,
articles, art work etc. should be sent electronically to the editor
Advertising in the Bimmer Newsletter is an inexpensive way to get your company or services
known to a great demographic group.
We print about 140 copies quarterly and the publication reaches club members and other
BMW car enthusiasts not to mention the hand around factor. Using a standard
publishing matrix, an average of three people look at each copy, including friends, family and
whoever else picks it up and flips through it.

Prices:
Business Card1/4 page-

$10.00
$15.00

1/2 pageFull Page-

$25.00
$50.00

ChooChooBimmers.org
or follow us on
Facebook: Choo Choo Bimmers Chapter – BMW CCA
.
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Please help us to build a strong and active membership by telling
other BMW owners and enthusiasts about the benefits of club
membership. Not only do we have monthly membership meetings
at local restaurants to have fun and discuss club business, there is
other benefits list below.

BMW CCA offers the following benefits and services:











The single finest automobile publication available: Roundel
Discounts on parts and supplies
Free classified ads reaching all members plus non-member web surfers
Library and video services
Help from technical and maintenance experts
Distinctive club decals
"Friends of BMW" booklet listing members who will assist you
Ombudsmen to assist you with BMW dealers or suppliers
Value Information Coordinator to assist with insurance claims, purchase or sale
BMW Special Interest Groups (SIG's) listed in the Roundel
For additional membership information, contact BMW CCA:
at web site: www.bmwcca.org (BMW CCA National Office)
BMW CCA Office Fax: 864-250-0038 BMW CCA Office Phone: 864-250-0022

Choo Choo Bimmers
PO BOX 21766
Chattanooga, TN 37421

